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set Gardens; and the three latter were not repre-
sented In their original state, but as altered by
D'Avenant7 and Shadwell. Between 1682 and 1695,
when Mr. Congreve, Mr. Betterton, Mrs. Barry, and
Mrs. Bracegirdle, obtained a licence to open a new
theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields, Othello, A Midsum-
mer-Night's Dream, and The Taming of the Shrew,
are the only plays of Shakspeare which Downes the
prompter mentions, as having been performed by the
united companies: A Midsummer-Night's Dream
was transformed into an opera, and The Taming of the
Shrew was exhibited as altered by Lacy. Dryden's
Troilus and Cressida, however, the two parts of King
Henry IV. Twelfth Night, Macbeth,KingHenry VIII.
Julius Caesar, and Hamlet, were without doubt some-
times represented in the same period: and Tate and
Durfey furnished the scene with miserable alterations
of Coriolanus, King Richard II. King Lear, and Gym-
still smoaking: the audience continued laughing, Mr. Hart acting,
and wondering at this unusual occasion of their mirth ; sometimes
thinking it some disturbance in the house, again that it might be
something amiss in his dress: at last turning himself toward the
scenes, he discovered Jo in the aforesaid posture ; whereupon he
Immediately goes off the stage, swearing he would never set foot
on it again, unless Jo was immediately turned out of doors, which
was no sooner spoke, but put in practice."

7 " The tragedy of Macbeth, altered by Sir William D'Avenant,
being drest in all its finery, as new clothes, new scenes, machines,
as flyings for the witches, with all the singing and dancing in it,
(the first composed by Mr. Lock, the other by Mr. Channel and
Mr. Joseph Priest,) it being all excellently performed, being in
the nature of an opera, it recompenced double the expence: it
proves still a lasting play." Roscius Anglicanus, p. 33, 8vo. 1708.

" In 1673, The Tempest, or the Inchanted Island, made intc*
an opera by Mr. Shadwell, having all new in it, as scenes, ma-
chines; one scene painted with myriads of aerial spirits, and ano-
ther flying away, with a table furnished out with fruits, sweat-
meats, and all sorts of viands, just when duke Trinculo and his
company were going to dinner; all things were performed in it
so admirably well, that not any succeeding opera got more money."
Ibidejn, p. 34-.
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